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Work Group Weighs In on Zip Lines, Agricultural Zones

I

n February 2012, Vice Mayor Linda Gorton appointed a work group of community representatives
to explore recreational opportunities related to tourism.
The group recently finished their work and reported
their final recommendations to the Council on May
28th. The work group’s stated goals were to:
◦

◦

◦

“Showcase Lexington-Fayette County as the
Horse capital of the World by preserving and
promoting its unique agricultural industries,
environment, cultural landscape and historic
resources.”
“Encourage agritourism opportunities that
are incidental to the primary Agricultural use
for signature Fayette County farmland.”
“Explore recreational and tourism opportunities that support the quality of life, infrastructure, and environment of urban,
neighborhood, and rural areas.”

Lexington’s Zoning Ordinance has remained unchanged for many years with regard to recreational
uses, specifically in the agricultural areas of the
County. With this in mind, the group reviewed large
amounts of information and reported a detailed zoning
matrix, showing zones where different recreational activities are prohibited, allowed as principal uses, as accessory uses, or as conditional uses. The work group
also recommended changes to the Agricultural-Natural
Zone, which currently exists, although there are no parcels currently zoned in that category.
The activities examined in the report fell into two
major categories: ecotourism and agritourism. Ecotourism is defined as, “Activities conducted in natural or
green space or environmentally sensitive areas that are
offered to the public for the purpose of enjoyment, education, and active involvement in the conservation of
these areas.” Activities under this
category include camping, hunting and fishing clubs, zip lines,
canoeing and other related activities.
Agritourism is defined as
“Activities conducted on an active
farm, or at an agricultural, horticultural or agribusiness operation
that are offered to the public for
the purpose of enjoyment, educaZip lines and canopy
tion or active involvement in the
tours are gaining in
popularity.
activities of the active farm or

facility.” This category includes activities like hay
rides, horse riding, wine tasting rooms, petting zoos
and other activities related to agricultural uses.
The work group’s report recommends that most
recreational activities be conditional uses, meaning
that approval from the Board of Adjustments is necessary for the activity to be permitted. Farm tours and
hay rides were recommended as allowed principal
uses in all agricultural zones, while certain types of
museums and county inns were recommended to be
prohibited. Most ecotourism activities are prohibited
in the Agricultural-Rural Zone in the report, with the
exception of fishing and hunting clubs, bird-watching
and nature preserves, which are conditional uses. To
view the entire report, click here. The recommendations are now on to the Planning Commission, where
the recommendations will be discussed and amended,
before the final proposal is sent back to Council for
final approval.

W

hile the Time Warner Cable (TWC) customer
service number is (866) 857-7024, if you feel
you have an exceptional issue with TWC—you feel
you’ve been cheated, tried to call multiple times and
keep getting the run around and so on—you should
call Jason Keller, Director of Government Relations.
He’s based in Louisville and his number is (502)
867-2207.

Partners for Youth Announces
Grants

T

his year, Partners for Youth awarded 48 grants
to the Grassroots Program supporting Lexington’s youth. These programs range from connecting
young people with seniors through story-telling, to
engaging youth with University of Kentucky Landscape Architecture students to learn architecture and
design skills.
Each of the programs gave a brief description of
their group and its objectives, revealing a truly remarkable effort throughout Lexington to provide assistance to children and youth through education and
experiences. Led by Laura Hatfield, Partners for
Youth serves as a clearing house for funding and inkind services for programs serving young people.
For more information about Partners for Youth,
click here.
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Think of Your Neighbors!

A

s the nation’s celebration of its independence approaches, so does the inevitable sound
of TNT. It is with high hopes that we expect our neighbors to respect such things as
sleep, and those who do not should be reported for noise violations to the Police nonemergency number at (859) 258-3600. On Tuesday at Council Work Session in Council
Chambers, Assistant Chief of Fire Prevention Rick Jordan will present the “best practices”
and expectations for those who wish to include fireworks as part of their summer activities.
You can tune in to GTV3 (channel 3) or by live streaming video by clicking here on Tuesday
at 3:00 p.m. In the meantime, below are the basics of fireworks acceptability this year.

